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Excerpt: . . . wide Fierce Bertram gaind; then made a stand,
And, proudly waving with his hand, Thunderd-- Be still, upon
your lives!--He bleeds who speaks, he dies who strives. Behind
their chief, the robber crew Forth from the darkend portal
drew, 1 See Appendix, Note P, --to which the author in his
interleaved copy has made considerable additions. --Ed. In
silence--save that echo dread Returnd their heavy measured
tread. 1 The lamps uncertain lustre gave Their arms to gleam,
their plumes to wave; File after file in order pass, Like forms on
Banquos mystic glass. Then, halting at their leaders sign, At
once they formd and curved their line, Hemming within its
crescent drear Their victims, like a herd of deer. Another sign,
and to the aim Levelld at once their muskets came, As waiting
but their chieftains word, To make their fatal volley heard.
XXIX. Back in a heap the menials drew;...
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