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Encounter Books, 2013. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer
Service! Summary: Among historical figures Fidel Castro wins, hands down, as the most persistently eAective
liar of modern times. Consider: He jailed political prisoners at a higher rate than Stalin during the Great Terror,
murdered more Cubans in his first three years in power than Hitler murdered Germans during his first six and
came closest of anyone in history to starting a worldwide Nuclear war. In the above process he converted a
nation with a higher per-capita income than half of Europe and a huge influx of immigrants into one that
repels Haitians and boasts the highest suicide rate in the Hemisphere. Who would guess any of this from
reading the mainstream media? Instead we read almost exclusively about how he freed Cuba from the greedy
clutches of U.S. robber barons and Mafiosi, and bestowed his formerly downtrodden countrymen with free
healthcare and education. A scornful Uncle Sam then retaliated with a vindictive "embargo," still in place.
Topping it all, last year Newsweek hailed Cuba as among "the best countries in the world to live." "Propaganda
is vital--the heart of our struggle," (Fidel Castro wrote in a letter to revolutionary colleague Melba Hernandez in
1955.) "Much more valuable to us than military recruits were recruiting American reporters to export our
propaganda."(Che Guevara in his diaries.) And today the concept is as valid as ever. History records few
recruitment drives and propaganda campaigns as phenomenally successful or as enduring as Castro and
Che's. It's high time to expose the scam. "Castro's use of propaganda assets--interviews with journalists, radio
broadcasts--during his guerrilla war against Batista contributed in a major way to his victory and was a
preview of the methods he would use so successfully after coming...
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