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Dog Ear Publishing, United States, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Healing the Split consists of the collected essays of poet, literary
critic and philosopher Marc Elihu Hofstadter. The essays stretch from Hofstadter s early scholarly articles about
poets William Carlos Williams and Yves Bonnefoy through articles published in the Redwood Coast Review
about poetry, art, music, science, politics and France to recent articles concerning the split between the sciences
and the humanities, reason and feeling /intuition/faith. The book embodies Hofstadter s consistent belief in the
idea that all human activities are composed of an objective element and a subjective element. Human
knowledge, whether scientific, mathematical, philosophical or artistic, contains a degree of objective certainty
mixed with a component of subjective feeling. The differences between science and the humanities are
differences of degree of objectivity, not of essence, and the knowledge the humanities display is a genuine form
of knowledge, less certain than science but rich in tangible, felt experience. Even early in his career as a literary
critic, Hofstadter was interested in how such otherwise diverse poets as Williams and Bonnefoy sacralize the
coming together of mind and world in all forms of human experience. As Williams put it, No ideas but in things!
-by which he meant, not, Let there not be any ideas! but, Let all ideas be inextricably entwined with the physical
world! Hofstadter argues that, in all our activities, there is a mixture of the thinking, reasoning mind and the
parts of us that feel, perceive, touch-our bodies, our hearts. Science and philosophy are the great achievements
of the mind, while art and religion are the most powerful consummations of sensing and feeling-yet science
and philosophy are partly emotive, and art and theology...
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