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Chapman Freeman, of Pennsylvania, in the House of Representatives, January 25, 1877 But the Congress may
determine the time of choosing the electors and the day on which they shall give their vote, which day shall be
the same throughout the United States. As this power is not in dispute and does not touch the merits of the
question as at present presented, it is hardly necessary to dwell upon it. Any right Congress would have upon
the subject is to be looked for, if anywhere, in the constitutional power given. But it would but go to the
formality of the vote and not to its substance; and in the only case, that of Wisconsin in 1857, in which the
question arose of the power of Congress to control the count, when it appeared on the face of the certificate
that the electoral vote had been cast on the day succeeding the one prescribed by law, the vote was recorded
and so stands to-day. It was a case much argued by some of the ablest men of that day; but the action then
taken remains a record to this hour. The only argument adverse to the claim of counting the vote of that State
was practically founded upon the express constitutional provision followed by the act of Congress itself. Having
thus seen that the manner of appointment is entirely and absolutely vested in the State Legislatures, we come to
Article 12 of the Constitution, before referred to, which expressly directs - who? Not Congress, or either House
thereof, but the electors themselves how they shall proceed until they...
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