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observation and experiment, that they should be counted, whether they will or not, ministers of the so-called
Positive Philosophy, and disciples of him who is popularly considered the founder of that philosophy. No matter
that positive investigation within the limits which Comte prescribes was pursued earnestly and systematically
before his advent, and with an exactness of method of which he had no conception; that many of those
distinguished since his time for their scientific researches and generalizations have been unacquainted with his
writings; that others who have studied them withhold their adherence from his doctrines, or energetically
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phenomena of life and mind, he is held to be a Comtist. Thus it happens that there is a growing tendency in the
public mind to identify modern science with the Positive Philosophy. Considering how much mischief has oHen
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