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illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: . . . with the additional number of recruits required for the recent increases, have
altered the situation, and the time is foreseen when it will be necessary to increase the pay or to replace
volunteer service by a kind of obligatory service. The zouaves have been for some time recruited among
Frenchmen instead of among natives, as formerly. They are recruited usually in cities and generally, it is said,
from base elements. They are said to have a bad reputation. They wear a moorish dress. The blue blouse and
vest are ornamented with red pipings. The wide trousers are pleated round the girdle and arc; tucked into high
white or gray-blue gaiters. The cap, called chechia, is of red woolen stuJ. A white turban is wound around it for
full dress. Up to 1870 the the color of this turban was green. The oJicers wear wide blouses with braid
ornaments in the form of clover leaves. The Algerian rifles, called turcos, are recruited from among the natives.
A term of service is five years. The uniform is similar to that of the zouaves, though of another color. A majority
of the oJicers and noncommissioned oJicers consists of Frenchmen; the others are natives. The oJicers wear
leather boots with soK tops, or slippers, for ordinary service. The foreign legion is composed of all foreigners
who desire to serve in the French army. It is oJicered by Frenchmen. All kinds of men are enlisted without
inquiry as to former life....
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